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Introduction

CongratulationsonyourpurchaseofExtech’s382357GroundResistanceTester.ThisClamp‐on

deviceallowstheusertomeasuregroundresistancewithouttheuseofauxiliarygroundrods.

Thisdevicecanonlybeusedonmulti‐groundedsystems.Itisnotnecessarytodisconnectthe

groundundertest.Thismeterisshippedfullytestedandcalibratedand,withproperuse,will

provideyearsofreliableservice.Pleasevisitourwebsite(www.extech.com)tocheckforthe

latestversionofthisUserGuide,ProductUpdates,andCustomerSupport.



Safety

 Onlyqualifiedtechniciansshouldoperatethismeter.

 Useextremecautionwhenoperatingthemeternearenergizedelectricalequipment.

 Donotattempttousethismetertotwistorprythegroundelectrodeorgroundwireaway

fromgroundedequipment.

 Allmetalobjectsorwiresconnectedtotheelectricalsystemundertestshouldbeassumed

tobelethaluntiltested.Groundedsystemsarenoexception.

 Ensurethatthebatteriesareinsertedcorrectlyinthebatterycompartment.

 Removethebatteriesfromthemeterifthemeteristobestoredforlongperiods.

WARNING:Ifthemeterisusedinamannernotspecifiedbythemanufacturer,thebuiltin

protectionsprovidedbythemetermaybeimpaired.



InternationalSafetySymbols

Thissymbol,adjacenttoanothersymbolorterminal,indicatestheusermust

refertothemanualforfurtherinformation.



Thissymbol,adjacenttoaterminal,indicatesthat,undernormaluse,hazardous

voltagesmaybepresent
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Description

1. JawAssembly

2. HoldButton

3. RotarySelectorSwitch

4. LCDDisplay

5. RecordButton

6. ▼(decrement)Button

7. ▲(increment)Button

8. FunctionButton

9. MeasurementTrigger









DisplaySymbols

1. REC:Indicatesdatalogginginprogress

2. NO.IndicatestheREADfunction

3.  :Clampjawsarenotfullyclosed

4. NOISE:Excessivenoiseontheground

conductororrod

5. ))):HiLoalarmposition

6. FunctionorRecorddisplay

7. Ω:Ohms(resistancemeasurement)

8. mA:milli‐amperes,Amperes(currentmeasurements)

9. H:Holdfunctionactivated

10. Maindisplay

11. :LowBattery

12. AutoPowerOff
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Operation

Note:Ensurethatthejawsarefullyclosedbeforetesting.



Note:DONOTclampontoanyconductororopentheclampjawsduringthestart‐upself‐

calibration(self‐calisidentifiedbytheLCDcountingdownfromCAL7toCAL1).

GroundResistanceMeasurements

1. Opentheclampjawsandcheckthatallsurfacesare

cleanandfreeofdust,dirt,oranyforeign

substances.Cleanifnecessary.

2. Forcefullysnaptheclampjawsopenandclosed

severaltimes.

3. Turnthemeteronbymovingtherotaryswitchto

theohms position.DONOTinterruptthestartup

procedurebyopeningtheclampjawsorclamping

aroundaconductor.Duringself‐calibration,the

meterwilldisplayCAL5,CAL4,CAL3,CAL2and

CAL1.

4. Oncethestart‐upcalibrationprocedureiscompleted,themeterwillsoundabeep.Clamp

ontoanelectrodeorgroundrodandreadthevalueofgroundresistanceonthedisplay.

Ground/LeakageCurrentMeasurement

1. Turnthemeteronbymovingtherotaryswitchtothe

mAorAposition.

2. Clampontotheelectrodeorconductor

3. Readthevalueofleakagecurrentdisplayedonthe

LCD.







HOLD

PresstheHOLDbuttontofreezethereadinginthedisplay.Hwillappearinthedisplay.Press

HOLDagaintoexitthefunction.



382357‐EU‐ENV2.42/135

HighandLowAlarm

1. Turnthemeteronbymovingtherotaryswitchtothe )))position.

2. PresstheFUNCbuttontoviewandadjustthe“HI”alarmvalue.

3. Press▲orthe▼buttontoincreaseordecreasethevalue.Holddownthebuttonto

increasethespeedofadjustment.Thevaluecanbeincrementedfrom0to1500ohmsand

thenOL(overload).Thevaluewillrolloverto0afterOLisdisplayed.

4. Oncethedesiredvalueisset,presstheFUNCbuttonasecondtimetoviewandadjustthe

“LO”alarmvalue.

5. PresstheFUNCbuttonthreemoretimestoexitthesettingmode.

6. Themeterwillnowcomparethemeasuredresistancevaluewiththehighandlowlimits

whenthemeterissettothe )))position.IfthereadingislargerthantheHIvalue,the

meterwillbeepanddisplay“HI”ontheLCD.IfthereadingislowerthantheLOvalue,the

meterwillbeepanddisplay“LO”ontheLCD.



DataLogging

SettingtheSamplingTime

1. PresstheFUNCbuttonthreetimesuntilthe“SEC”symbolappearsintheLCDdisplay.

2. Thesamplingrateisnowdisplayedinseconds.

3. Pressthe▲orthe▼buttontoincreaseordecreasethevalue.Thevaluecanbe

incrementedfrom0to255seconds.

4. Oncethedesiredvalueisset,presstheFUNCbuttonseveraltimesuntilthecharactersin

theupperrowoftheLCDdisappear.

RecordingData

1. PresstheRECbuttontostartrecordingdataatthespecifiedsamplingrate.The“REC”

symbolwillappearonthetopoftheLCDdisplay.Tostoprecording,presstheRECbutton.

The“REC”symbolwillnolongerbedisplayedontheLCD.

NOTE:Dataloggingwillautomaticallystopifthememoryisfilled(116records),orifthemeter

detectsalowbatterycondition.

NOTE:Ifthesamplingintervalissetto0,onlyonesamplewillberecorded.Torecordanother

sample,pressRECagain.
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RecallingStoredData

1. PresstheFUNCbuttonfourtimesuntilthe“NO.”symbolisdisplayedontheLCD.The

currentrecordnumberwillbedisplayedinthetoprowandthedatawillbedisplayedbelow

it.

2. Pressthe▲orthe▼buttontostepthroughandreadthedatainthenextmemory

location.Holdingdownthebuttonwillincreasethespeedoftheincrementingvalue.

ClearingDataMemory

1. Withthemeterpoweredoff,pressandholddowntheRECbuttonwhileturningthemeter

on.The“CL”symbolwillappearonthedisplayindicatingthatmemoryhasbeencleared.
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MeasurementPrinciples

Typicalmulti‐groundeddistributionsystem



















Iftheparallelgroundresistances,

R1,R2,R3,etc,uptoRnarecombined

asReq,thenonlyRgandReqare

leftinthecircuit







Ifaconstantvoltageisappliedtothecircuit,thefollowingequationapplies:
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IfRgandR1,R2,R3…Rn,areapproximatelythesame,andnislarge(200,forexample),thenReq

willbemuchlessthenRgandmaypossiblyapproachzero.

Example:
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Applications

Telephone‐ElectricalGroundRods

1. Removeanyprotectivecoveringfromthegroundconductor

2. TurnthemeterswitchtotheOhm function.

3. Oncethestart‐upcalibrationprocedureiscompletedclampontoanelectrodeorground

rod.

4. Allowseveralsecondsforthemetertosettleandthennotethereading.















CellularTransmissionTowers

WARNING:Useextremecarewhenmakingmeasurementsaroundtransmissiontowers;High

Voltagemaybepresent.

Thegroundconductorshouldbelocatedatthebaseofthetower,butyourconfigurationmay

bedifferent.

1. Locatethegroundconductor

2. Clamparoundthegroundconductor.Youshouldplacetheclampbeforeanysplices,bonds

orothersplitsinthegroundsystem.

3. Readthemeasuredreading.

















 
Transmission

Tower
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Ground Conduc tor

Branch

Ground Conduc tors
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ServiceEntrance

Note:Multiplegroundrods,multiplegroundsi.e.groundrod(s)andwaterpipegrounds,ora

combinationmaybepresentdependingontheparticularsituation.Inthesesituationsitis

necessarytomakeyourmeasurementsbetweentheservice‐entranceneutralandall

subsequentgroundpoints.

























Troubleshooting

1. Snapthejawsopenandclosedtwoorthreetimesbeforeturningthemeteron

2. Donotclampontoanydeviceduringthepower‐upinitializationsequence.

3. Snapthejawstwoorthreetimesafterclampingontothegroundelectrodeorrod.

4. Slightamountsofdriftmayoccurathighresistancemeasurements;thisisnormaland

shouldnotbecauseforconcern.

Blankdisplayoranyfailuremode

Replacethebatterybeforeproceeding.

Start‐upInitializationFailure

Thestart‐upcalibrationwillcontinueindefinitelyifthejawsareopenordirty.Checkthatthe

jaws’matingsurfacesareclean.Donotopenthejawswhiletheinitializationsequenceis

running.

NoiseontheGroundElectrodeorRod

Ifnoiseispresent(over3Aor30V)onthegroundelectrodeorrod,theword“NOISE“will

appearonthedisplayandreadingscannolongerbeconsideredaccurate.Beforethemetercan

beusedaccurately,thenoiseproblemmustbeaddressed.

Distribution

Panel

Ground

Rod

Water

Pipe
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ReferenceTestLoop

Thereferencetestloopisasetofresistorsthatprovidesameanstochecktheperformanceof

themeter.

1. Openthemeasurementjawsandcheckthatthematingsurfacesarecleanandfreeofdust,

dirt,oranyforeignsubstances.Cleanifnecessary.

2. Clampthemeteraroundthereferenceloopasshowninthediagram.

3. Givethemeterafewsecondstosettleandreadthemeasurement.Themetershould

displayapproximatelythesamevalueasmarkedonthereferenceloop,takinginto

considerationtheaccuracylistedinthespecificationchart.Ifthereadingsarenotsimilarto

whatismarkedonthereferenceloop,consulttheTroubleShootingandMaintenance

sectionsofthismanual.
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Maintenance

GeneralCare

Storethegroundresistancetesterandreferenceloopinitscasewhennotinuse.Adamp

clothmaybeusedtocleananysurfacedirtfromthemeter.Neveruseharshdetergents,

abrasives,solvents,orcleanersonthemeter.

BatteryReplacement

Whenthelowbatterysymbolappearsonthedisplay,replacethemeter’s9Vbattery.Usea

highqualityalkalinebatterywheneverreplacementbecomesnecessary.

1. Removethetworearscrewsandopenthemeterhousing.

2. Replacethebattery,closethemeterhousing,andaffixthetworearscrews.



Neverdisposeofusedbatteriesorrechargeablebatteriesinhouseholdwaste.

Asconsumers,usersarelegallyrequiredtotakeusedbatteriestoappropriate

collectionsites,theretailstorewherethebatterieswerepurchased,orwherever

batteriesaresold.

Disposal:Donotdisposeofthisinstrumentinhouseholdwaste.Theuseris

obligatedtotakeend‐of‐lifedevicestoadesignatedcollectionpointforthedisposal

ofelectricalandelectronicequipment.



OtherBatterySafetyReminders

o Neverdisposeofbatteriesinafire.Batteriesmayexplodeorleak.

o Nevermixbatterytypes.Alwaysinstallnewbatteriesofthesametype.



ClampJawMaintenance

Thejawsmaybebrushedcleanwithatoothbrushorsimilarsoft‐bristledbrush.Caremustbe

takentoensurethatthecontactfinsarenotbentordeformed,asthiswillaffecttheoperation

ofthemeter.
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Specifications

GeneralSpecifications

ResistanceTestFrequency: 3.333kHz(15mVrmsapprox.)

MaxConductorsize 23mm(0.9”)

Display 4‐digit(9999count)display

Samplingrate 0.5seconds

Memory 116records

Dataloggingsamplerate 1to255seconds

Powersupply One(1)9Vbattery

Powerconsumption 40mADC

BatteryLife 3000measurements

Temp.Coefficient 0.15timesthespecifiedaccuracyper
o
Cfrom4to18

o
C(39to

64ºF)and28to50
o
C(82to122ºF)

CurrentOverload Protectedto100AContinuous;200Aforlessthan5seconds

(50/60Hz)

Rangeselection Automaticranging

Safety MeetstherequirementsforIEC1010‐1CategoryIII300Vand

CategoryII600V

Operatingconditions 0

to50

o
C(32to122

o
F)with<85%RH

Storageconditions ‐20

to60

o
C(‐4to140

o
F)with<75%RH

Dimensions 257x100x47mm(10.1x3.9x1.9”)

Weight 1.4lbs(640g)

Accessories Resistancecheckplate,9Vbattery,&carryingcase
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GroundResistance(Autorange)Specifications

Range Resolution Accuracy(ofreading)

0.025to0.250  0.002  ±(1.5%+0.05 

0.250to1.000  0.02  ±(1.5%+0.05 

1.001to9.999  0.02  ±(1.5%+0.1 

10.00to50.00  0.04  ±(2.0%+0.3 

50.01to99.99  0.04  ±(2.0%+0.5 

100.0to200.0  0.4  ±(3.0%+1.0 

200.1to400.0  2  ±(5.0%+5 

400.0to600.0  5  ±(10%+10 

600.1to1500  20  ±20%

AccuracyNote:Loopresistancenon‐inductive,externalfield<50A/m,externalelectricalfield

<1V/m,conductorcentered

Ground/LeakageCurrentSpecifications

Range Accuracy(%ofreading) 

0.300to1.000mA ±(2.0%±0.05mA)

1.00to10.00mA ±(2.0%±0.03mA)

10.0to100.0mA ±(2.0%±0.3mA)

100to1000mA ±(2.0%±0.3mA)

Autoranging

0.20to4.00A ±(2.0%±0.03A)

4.00to30.00A ±(3.0%±0.03A)
Manualrange

Notes:50/60Hzbandwidth,TrueRMSsensing,CrestFactor<3.0 

HighandLowAlarm(programmable)

 Range Resolution

HighAlarm 0‐1510  1 

LowAlarm 0‐1510  1 
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